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The Overseas Development Institute (ODI) is a leading independent think-tank on 
international development and humanitarian policy issues. Its mission is to inspire 
and inform policy and practice which lead to the reduction of poverty, the alleviation 
of suffering and the achievement of sustainable livelihoods in developing countries. It 
does this by bringing together high-quality applied research, practical policy advice, 
and policy-focused dissemination and debate. ODI’s work centres on four research 
and policy programmes: the Poverty and Public Policy Group, the International 
Economic Development Group, the Humanitarian Policy Group, and the Rural Policy 
and Governance Group. 
 
ODI has a strong international reputation for rigorous policy-orientated development 
research and has made major research contributions, internationally, to the 
understanding of the principles of environmental management, poverty alleviation 
and sustainable development. It has an international and multidisciplinary body of 
core staff and research associates and works with partners in the public and private 
sectors in both developing and developed countries. ODI also operates an extensive 
programme of publication and dissemination linking researchers, policy-makers and 
practitioners North and South. Publications include topical briefing papers, working 
papers, research reports, books, two journals and three international networks. 
Communicating its research into the public arena and influencing development policy-
makers, through a variety of meetings, talks and conferences bringing together 
different development players, is central to ODI’s mission. ODI also provides 
research support and advice to the UK’s Parliamentary Select Committees, MPs and 
Peers, and to the All Party Parliamentary Group on Overseas Development. 
 
Within ODI, the Forest Policy and Environment Programme (FPEP) specialises in 
policy research on sustainable natural resource management in the context of 
poverty reduction. It promotes a broader, livelihood-oriented approach to the 
importance of forests and natural resources, focusing especially on institutional, 
policy and socio-economic aspects of sustainable forest management and 
conservation as well as on the interface between forests and other land-uses.  
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